
LESSON 14 – Part 2 
SYMBOLS 

In this section we will look at the different symbols used in tabs, some of them 
you will already know however they are included here so there is a full list. 
Examples are also included. 
 
 
Accent = >                    Pause/hold = ∩      
Down strum = d                Keep ringing/sounding = (3) 
Up strum = u                  Mute = x     
Bend = b                      Tremelo = ~~~~~~   
Release = r                   Fret hand finger = f1,f2,f3,f4   
Hammer on’s = h                           __3__ 
Pull off’s = p                Triplets = /     \ 
Slides, up slide = /          Palm Mute = PM 
        down slide = \ 
 
 
           Accent                   Down & Up strums                            
  .       .   >   .       .         .       .       .       .         
|-0---0---0---0-------------------|-3---3---3---3---3---------------| 
|-0---0---0---0-------------------|-3---3---3---3---3---------------| 
|-0---0---0---0-------------------|-0---0---0---0---0---------------| 
|-2---2---2---2-------------------|-0---0---0---0---0---------------| 
|-2---2---2---2-------------------|-2---2---2---2---2---------------| 
|-0---0---0---0-------------------|-3---3---3---3---3---------------| 
                                    d   u   d   u   d 
 
                 Bends                         Release 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|-----------------5b6-------------|-----------------9b10r9----------| 
|---------5b7---------------------|---------5b7r5-------------------| 
|-------------------------12b13---|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
 
          Hammer-on’s                         Pull-off’s 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|---------5h7---------------------|---------7p5---------------------| 
|-----------------9h10------------|-----------------9p7-------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
 
           Up Slides \                       Down Slides / 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|---------5/7---------------------|-5\3---------------------3\0-----| 
|-----------------3/5-------------|---------7\5---------------------| 
|-------------------------0/5-----|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
 
 
  



 
 
      Pause/hold on a chord             Pause/hold on a note                    
  .   ∩    .       .       .        .       .   ∩    .       .         
|-0---0---------------------------|---------3---5-------------------| 
|-2---2---------------------------|-3---5---------------------------| 
|-2---2---------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|-2---2---------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|-0---0---------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
 
 
                      Keep ringing/sounding 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|-0-------0-------0-------0-------|(0)------------------------------| 
|-1-------1-------1-------1-------|(1)------------------------------| 
|-2-------2-------2-------2-------|(2)------------------------------| 
|-2-------2-------2-------2-------|(2)------------------------------| 
|-0-------0-------0-------0-------|(0)------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
                                                      
 
                                                     ___3___ 
            Mutes                      Triplets     /       \ 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|-0-------0-------x-------x-------|-----------------5---6---7-------| 
|-0-------0-------x-------x-------|---------------------------------| 
|-0-------0-------x-------x-------|---------------------------------| 
|-2-------2-------x-------x-------|---------------------------------| 
|-2-------2-------x-------x-------|---------------------------------| 
|-0-------0-------x-------x-------|---------------------------------| 
 
 
             Tremelo                     Fret hand fingers             
 
  .       .   ~~~ .       .         .   f2  .   f3  .   f4  .         
|---------3---5-------------------|---------------------------------| 
|-3---5---------------------------|-----0-------2-------3-------0---| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------1-------2-------3-------| 
|---------------------------------|-3-------------------------------| 
                                   f4      f1      f2      f3  
 
 
            Palm Mute 
  .       .       .       .         .       .       .       .         
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|---------------------------------|---------------------------------| 
|-2---2---2---2---2---2---2---2---|---------------------------------| 
|-2---2---2---2---2---2---2---2---|---------------------------------| 
|-0---0---0---0---0---0---0---0---|---------------------------------| 
  PM……………………………………………………………………... 
 

 


